Daniel Sheehan: Defining our Current Challenges - 
June 26, 2020 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7m3fmReHCrs (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7m3fmReHCrs 





Uploaded by Romero Institute (https:/Avww.youtube.com/channel/UCmgxtYQ_ 6scR7wlTmInRCxA) on Sat 
Aug 01 2020. 


Learn more and find past lectures at: https://danielpsheehan.com/ 


00:00:00 (hittps:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7m3fmReHCrs) 


[Music] so Danny has a history of all our life he's like the Forrest Gump of constitutional law going from 
arguing the Ellsberg case on behalf of the New York Times before the Supreme Court back in the Nixon 
days going through documenting the entire iran-contra scandal the Karen Silkwood case so take it away 
Danny Sheehan okay gang as has been going on for the other seven gatherings that we have the last 14 
days have have seen an extraordinary number of issues rise to the surface tactically what what | want to do 
tonight is | want to just kind of identify a dozen or so of these two to give us all some kind of sense of the 
scope and scale of what's going on right now and then try to address on a more strategic level what these 
particular tactical challenges really represent and so that for example just today at five o'clock the briefs were 
due in the district court in Washington DC in the in the United States Supreme Court in Washington DC on 
the Keystone XL pipeline as you may know the the federal court up in Montana the the Lakota tribes were 
successful in securing an injunction from the federal court up in Montana to stop all construction on the 
Keystone XL tar sands pipeline originally on the grounds that it was violating the Environmental Protection 
Act which it clearly is but then in addition on the grounds that it 
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then in addition on the grounds that it was violating the Endangered Species Act and the judge there judge 
brian morris entered a injunction knocking out the entire trump administration's grant of a general permit 
authorizing the fast tracking of all oil and gas natural gas pipelines in the country this is what the Trump 
administration did judge Morris declared that illegal and struck down that general permit which included the 
kxl the Trump administration took that injunction immediately to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals where the 
Trump administration has just recently appointed five new federal judges to the to the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals but the three-judge panel it was assigned to review that case denied a motion to stay the injunction 
the Trump administration asked the Ninth Circuit to to put a stay on the injunction pending the resolution of 
the appeal in the Ninth Circuit the Ninth Circuit refused to do that in the Trump administration the Justice 
Department under bar did this extraordinary thing the Civil Division as you know does the civil cases the the 
head of the Civil Division of the Trump administration resigned last week saying that he could no longer in 
good conscience argue the cases that the the Trump administration had been bringing to the courts but bar 
his intervened and he has done the extraordinary thing of appealing the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
refusal to put a stay on this injunction he appealed it to the United States Supreme Court directly asking him 
to overrule a circuit court in their denial of 
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circuit court in their denial of entering a stay on the injunction that had been issued by the lower court so 
what you see is happening is the bar the Justice Department is attempting to take advantage of the fact they 
believe that they have a rock-solid five to four majority in the Supreme Court now with the two additional 
appointments that were made by Trump when he first came in and so they they undertaken the experience 


step of reaching up to the United States Supreme Court asking the Supreme Court to put a stay on the 
injunction that was issued by a federal district court up in Montana and judge Kagan who has responsibility 
Justice Kagan has responsibility over the ninth circuit among all the justices on the Supreme Court and she 
gave until today for the tribes to respond to oppose the position is taken by the Trump administration and 
those briefs got filed just today by five o'clock so right now pending in front of the United States Supreme 
Court between now and the end of the month which is the end of their term we have about four days or so 
left during next week when the Supreme Court may rule on this and if the Supreme Court enters an order 
staying the the injunction the TransCanada pipeline corporation that is building the Keystone XL pipeline can 
be expected to immediately launch a massive construction program to try to get as much construction in as 
they possibly can before the Ninth Circuit makes a decision that it's illegal for them to be doing this now if 
that if that happens if the supreme court enters a stay on the injunction and the company starts a massive 
construction program this is going to bring in hundreds and 
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this is going to bring in hundreds and hundreds of out-of-state people in to try to build the pipeline down 
through Montana in North Dakota and South Dakota and in Nebraska and so that this is going to be a huge 
danger a potential coronavirus coming into the Lakota people so the Lakota people are both going to be 
attempting to mobilize a massive direct action to stop the construction of the pipeline and to block the 
highways to keep the construction people from coming in to their territory and because of that the governor 
the right-wing Republican Governor Christie gnome in South Dakota whom as you recall is one of the 
governors in the country that refused to do absolutely anything with regard to the corona virus she has 
refused to order any sheltering in place she's refused to order any businesses to mandate masks she's not 
engaged in any kind of testing she's the one when 500 people were discovered to be contaminated with a 
corona virus in the meat packing plant refused any type of relief to the plant and so what she has done is 
she's reached out to the to the bar Justice Department and has asked them to to send in US Marshals to 
break the blockades that the police officers have set up the Lakota police officers on those those sites and 
now what's happened as the the Department of Interior has issued an order canceling all of the federal pay 
to the tribal police that were involved in Manning those particular stations trying to protect their people 
against the corona virus so there's this huge showdown that is brewing out there and that if in fact 
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is brewing out there and that if in fact the Supreme Court this week and there's an order putting a stay on the 
injunction and the company tries to go forward with construction there could be another major Dakota access 
pipeline type massive demonstration being organized up in Montana and in South Dakota now we're 
obviously deeply involved in that at the Lakota people's Law Project and so we'll keep you posted on that 
and as you remember last week | or last week two weeks ago | notified you that our office had filed an 
amicus brief in the Washington DC a federal district court demanding that the court issue a federal court 
order shutting off all the flow of oil in the Dakota access pipeline because that Court has been compelled to 
rule that the issuance of the permit by the Trump administration for that pipeline was illegal we blend that 
now they've declared it to be illegal but they've not yet ordered the stopping of the flow of all the oil so there's 
two huge confrontations are going on up in the Dakotas right now led by the Lakota people against both the 
Dakota access pipeline and the Keystone XL pipeline so there could be it and there's been this major move 
now undertaken by the Department of Interior under Trump to cancel all of the federal money going into the 
Lakota tribes to pay their police officers and they're threatening now descend in out of state police into the 
reservation to try to tear down those checkpoints of their safety checkpoints on the boundaries of the Lakota 
territory so that's that's one thing that's going on and as you know the bar Justice Department now it has 
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the bar Justice Department now it has been kind of thoroughly exposed for intervening in individual cases as 
you know judge Sullivan now in Washington DC in the federal case there judge Sullivan had refused to allow 
the bar Justice Department to reverse itself and decide to dismiss the charges against Mike Flynn the the 
first national security adviser for Donald Trump who has been who pled guilty on two separate occasions to 
lying to FBI agents lying about his having colluded with Russian ambassador to to try to interfere with the 
election in 2016 actually immediately after the election that he was actually Flynn was actually before even 
coming to office was meeting with the ambassador from Russia I'm getting ready to set aside the sanctions 
imposed upon Russia by the Obama administration for the actions of these of the right of Russia in the 
Crimea now this this extraordinary development of Flynn having pled guilty twice to this and now that when 
bar got in there bar has reached out to him and gotten him to withdraw his guilty plea and they're trying to 
dismiss all the charges against him now with with no additional fact-finding just that they've decided because 
the president wants the charges dismissed against him Trump following this concept of the unitary executive 
believes that he has the authority as the president of the United States to simply intervene in any case that 
he chooses in to determine whether prosecutions will be undertaken or not 
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prosecutions will be undertaken or not and that's what's that's what's going on there and judge Sullivan who 
is the federal district court judge has has so far refused to dismiss the charges against him and has 
demanded an investigation to ascertain whether or not of those charges can be legally dismissed against 
him now that he's already pled guilty and what's happened now in tracking this same problem with the courts 
here what you see is that there are two right-wing Republican let me let me turn that off that's why my 
younger son Bagan sorry about that so but the bottom line is that that the the three that in a three-judge 
panel that when when Judge Sullivan refused to dismiss the charges against them the Trump Justice 
Department the Barra Justice Department appealed to the DC Circuit it was a three-judge panel appointed 
two of whom were right-wing Republicans one of whom was a democratically appointed a judge and the two 
right-wing Republicans said oh no the judge has no authority the the bar just can make any kind of an 
arbitrary decision that they want to to dismiss all the charges against against Flynn even though there's 
direct testimony now that was put into Congress as you heard this week the judiciary the people in the 
Justice Department came active employees of the Justice Department and testified in front of the House 
Judiciary Committee naming names of who the people were that were in the Justice Department that were 
getting leaned on by William Barr to dismiss these charges against Mike Flynn and and he's now told the 
House Judiciary Committee about this the House 
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Judiciary Committee about this the House Judiciary Committee has now demanded that bar appear in front 
of him and he's going to be there on the 26th of July and in in the Democrat Democratic Party of courses in 
this kind of typical form is declined to issue a subpoena to him they could subpoena him and make him come 
in right away but Barr knows that they were going to do that so he's agreed to come voluntarily on the 26th 
and what he's probably going to do he's gonna outsmart them bolita Lee as he's been and he's gonna say 
this since he's appeared voluntarily he can voluntarily refuse to answer any question he wants to you know 
and so they're gonna have to issue a subpoena against him eventually anyhow but they're going to be 
inquiring you they're not only his direct intervention in in ordering the dismissal of charges against Mike Flynn 
the president's first national security adviser but they're also going to be finding out why he interfered in 
Roger Stone's case Roger stone is another close confidant of President Trump in the Justice Department 
prosecuted him and and proposed a seven-year sentence for him when they he was found guilty by a jury 
and bar intervened at the direct demand of President Trump and is demanded that that sentence be reduced 
only three years and then as as you know they're they're talking about releasing him to his own home so he 
doesn't even have spent at all because of the threat of the corona virus and then there's also the in Michael 
Collins case is it turns out that that William Bar tried to intervene with the prosecutors of Michael Kohn 
Trump's a private lawyer to get them to drop the charges against against Michael Kohn and now that 
evidence is coming out and and also of course we all know that the Trump 
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course we all know that the Trump ordered along with a bar the firing of the United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York that was the one who prosecuted Jeffrey Epstein and he's also the one that 
was investigating Trump's associates including Rudolph Giuliani as well as the Trump trust a private family 
trust and he just reached down and fired the guy without any explanation whatsoever and maintains that he 
doesn't have to have any explanation the president United States he says all of those US attorneys serve at 
his discretion and he can fire them and now his judges are all saying that oh the president doesn't have to 
offer any reason why he's done any of that in the the Justice Department attorneys don't cannot be inquired 
into as to why they've made the decisions they have about dismissing cases or reducing penalties you know 
but what we have here is is an absolute assertion of authoritarian authority on the part of Donald Trump or 
the Justice Department and the judges his Republican appointed judges are going along with this and we 
just we just crossed the threshold this week of the 200th federal judge appointed by Donald Trump and 
rammed through by Mitch McConnell in the republican-controlled United States Senate Judiciary Committee 
and now he's he's gonna point 36 new federal judges in just the next hundred and 30 days and he's going to 
try to flesh out 236 federal judgeships by the time he has to leave office and and very importantly now Larry 
tribe Lawrence professor Lawrence tribe who is considered by virtually everyone to be the the absolute top 
expert in the country in the world right now on the United States Constitution has said that 
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United States Constitution has said that he has now started putting together a team of lawyers and law 
students at Harvard to determine what steps can be taken when Trump denies the validity of the upcoming 
election and either tries to postpone the election asserting the issue of the corona virus or in fact takes the 
position that he's not going to recognize any of the mail-in ballots if any of the states choose to pass 
legislation to authorize mail-in ballots because of the corona virus that he's going to he's already declared 
those to be completely unreliable and that he doesn't intend to recognize any of those votes so so Lawrence 
tribe at Harvard Law School is mobilizing a team of people to determine what the steps are that need to be 
taken to remove him from office when he's defeated on November 3rd and you may you may have seen 
James Carville the the ragin Cajun in a Democratic Party was interviewed on was a Brian Williams on 
Thursday night on the eleventh hour on MSNBC and he says you know that there's absolutely no possible 
way that Donald Trump can win the election and he's now saying it despite all of the normal norms that you 
don't say stuff like that because they don't want to lower the amount of people that are going to come out to a 
vote against him by thinking it's a foregone conclusion so so this this type of chaos is is going on right now 
and in the midst of this john bolton the later national security adviser for donald trump who refused to come 
and testify during the impeachment process has now published his book and it's called the room where it 
happened and he's in a 500 page book he's laid out details saying that he was in possessed possession of 
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that he was in possessed possession of firsthand absolutely understand knowledge and evidence showing 
that Donald Trump did exactly what it was that the Democratic Party people asserted he did as the grounds 
for the for the the impeachment of him yeah he refused to come and testify at the time and so he's now put it 
in his book in the House Judiciary Committee in the House Intelligence Committee and others now we're 
talking about subpoenaing him and demanding that he come in to answer questions of the Congress as to 
why he wouldn't come and testify and and why he held back this information and the bottom line is what he's 
saying is is that to be completely outrageous what he was saying is that it was so clear that the Republican 
Party people in the United States Senate were going to refuse to vote to remove Trump from office even if 
every single thing that the Democratic people said was true about his conversations with the President of the 
Ukraine withholding billions of dollars of aid in military aid to the Ukrainian government unless as as as John 
Bolton said as he specifically said that the Trump to him as his natural secure adviser said do not give the 
money to Ukraine unless the president of the Ukraine agrees to undertake investigations and make public 
statements and he's undertaking a criminal investigation of of Joe Biden and his political is anticipated 


political rival and so that that all of that all of this stuff has been happening just just this week and of course 
this is all in the midst of the corona virus researching there are seven of the states now Arizona North 
Carolina South Carolina Tennessee in Texas you 
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South Carolina Tennessee in Texas you know it had the highest levels not only of the highest levels of 
confirmed cases which the White House is constantly saying it's just a function of more testing but in fact 
they have the highest level of hospitalizations in the entire history of the virus so far and it's going up every 
day and that there's a 22 additional states that now have the the rates climbing back up again toward the 
same levels of the highest levels they were at when in fact the the shelter-in-place orders were being given in 
those states and yet there's this heavy pushback on the part of the White House uh saying everything's fine 
they're doing very very well in lying in fact and insisting that the only increase in the number of reported 
cases is because they're now increasing their testing in that this is in in what's his head pence Mike Pence 
just this morning got on national television and announced that everything was rosy and the things were 
going quite well and that this was going to be a handled completely that we just had to be a little bit more 
careful but he's the guy along with Trump that never wears a mask anywhere wherever he goes and and so 
that what we're what we're looking at is all of this is taking place now and of course major states now are 
having this increasing number 5,000 6,000 new cases a day California ourselves again with people 
becoming lakhs and deciding they're going to go back outdoor we noticed this all of this right around here 
just in Santa Cruz | mean if you if you go out for one of your bi-weekly missions to just go to the store to get 
more food you discover that almost as much traffic is out running around here even in Santa Cruz as was 
earlier you have people sitting around in in the on the on the sidewalks in front of cafes 
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the on the sidewalks in front of cafes going inside the restaurants are a reopening etc and so this this 
influence that the the Trump administration is having in constantly telling people that it's okay to continue 
going out now in Oakland reopening the economy and stuff is having this drastic effect of causing the United 
States to have the highest rate of infections in the entire world and having this lowest level of using the rate 
at which people are dying in the country we're now over a hundred and twenty-one thousand people have 
died of this of this virus and this thing that we've been talking about over the past few sessions that there is 
still this extraordinary rigid divide between eighty percent of the American people who are listening to the 
scientists and listening to the direct evidence etc but another twenty percent of the people who are still 
insisting that this is completely untrue that this is nothing more than a minor virus like like any other flu in the 
end ashanti please but she's been very upset about this corona virus we've been telling her that this is going 
on that the bottom line is is that this this corona virus they're asserting is twenty percent of the people is is a 
complete fraud that in fact isn't completely made up that it's no worse than any other normal flu and that 
there's all kinds of false reporting going on of people dying of the corona virus or as in fact not only are they 
allegedly alleging that people are falsely reporting normal deaths as being deaths caused by corona virus but 
there are in fact insisting that it's absolutely untrue that the people who are showing you know bodies being 
taken out of the hospitals and stuff and loaded into ice trucks are just not true that is just a big lie that they're 
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that is just a big lie that they're hiring actors and actresses to play the parts of nurses and stuff this so that 
there is it's quite clear now there is a there is a twenty percent of our population that are completely nuts is 
what's happening | mean to be real clear about it it's completely nuts they've gotten so carried away with 
their opposition to strong government their opposition to the Democrats or their opposition to two governor's 
that they don't like that they become completely irrational in the it's it's ruining whatever degree of evidence 
there is about very important issues for example there some very important constitutional questions that exist 
as to the existence of authority of the states to be imposing over broad restrictions on people's conduct 
applying the laws in an unconstitutionally unequal way for example enforcing the laws against people not 


being allowed to go to church together but not doing anything about thousands of people gathering on the 
streets and protesting in the black lives matters things that this is this these are some extraordinarily 
important constitutional questions that | want to get to a little bit later in our talk here but the fact is that 
because so many people are saying completely patently absurd things now mainly on the right against 
mainly Democratic governors it's completely clouding the constitutional issues that need to get addressed so 
we are in our office in the process of putting together the outlines of a major Law Review article which we're 
going to potentially get published at the Santa Clara Law School their-their Law Review they're laying out the 
very real constitutional questions that have been raised by some 


00:28:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=7m3fmReHCrs&t=1680s 





questions that have been raised by some of the conduct on the part of the federal government on the part of 
certain state governments the overreaching based upon limited evidence the mistakes that are being made 
with regard to factual conclusions that are being set forth by various federal agencies the lack of competence 
on the part of the federal administration in undertaking their constitutional obligations to protect people so 
this this kind of chaos that is that is going on right now we we we think that it's it's extraordinarily important 
for for the people to come out to vote this November but we're confronted in addition to all these other things 
when you talk about with a a major transparent campaign that is going on on the part of the Republican Party 
on the national level in other in various states to suppress the vote in the fall maybe they become completely 
convinced that if all the people that are eligible legally eligible to vote actually vote they're going to throw all 
the Republicans out that they're gonna throw at least six major United States senators and throw out a trump 
and his entire administration and so they are just shamelessly you know attempting to suppress the boat all 
throughout the country and Stacey Abrams the the woman who ran for the the governor position in Georgia 
is heading up a major program now to try to combat all of these efforts to suppress the the vote coming out 
that you saw for example in Kentucky they had one polling place for 650,000 voters and that even that the 
machines didn't work right and they and they're trying to cut down from 1,300 polling places down to only 200 
polling places in Kentucky because they're afraid that 
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in Kentucky because they're afraid that if we people all get registered to vote in Kentucky that they might 
throw out Mitch McConnell who is running for re-election there and he has a pretty stiff competition going on 
there and so they're trying to suppress the the votes there and the same thing is happening throughout the 
south where there's a rising significant plurality of people they're black people there that are finally getting 
registered to vote or trying to get registered to vote and so there's a concentrated conscious campaign we're 
try to suppress the people from voting and in all of those states so so this is this is another thing that's going 
on now and and the problem is that to be clear we can say all kinds of critical things about the Republican 
Party but it's necessary for us to take a view of what some of the shortcomings are in a part of the 
Democratic Party right now | mean the fact of the matter is is that the Democratic National Committee in the 
presidential campaign of a Biden is clearly perceiving that it's much to their advantage just not to let him get 
out public very much you know to have him have very very few speeches at very very few interviews where 
he's asked questions that he doesn't know what the question is going to be ahead of time because they see 
him kind of stumbling in in stuttering and in not being able to remember the things etc and so they find 
themselves now where they keep on the presumptive candidate who they're quite concerned about being 
able to actually carry the responsibilities that he has as a candidate and so what they're doing is they're 
having him stay in and use the coronavirus problem as an excuse for staying away from major interviews in 
speeches etc which in there depending upon Donald Trump to 
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there depending upon Donald Trump to basically be the major opponent for himself he's good he's going to 
be that he's going to be stepping on his own tongue you know every other week and so that they're just 
standing back and sort of it's | guess it's the old rope-a-dope theory here Muhammad Ali used to do just 


letting the other opponent punch themselves arm weary as he leans up against the ropes you know and 
that's sort of what's going on now is the Democratic Party strategy for defeating Donald Trump and the 
people in the house now that they're there they're talking about holding certain hearings in the in the House 
of Representatives but they will not they will not impeach baar baar is is absolutely transparently violating the 
constitution and he should be in peace except that they know perfectly well that the right-wing Republican 
senators in the in the Senate will not vote to convict him and so now you get Nancy Pelosi saying that they 
cannot in the house exercise their constitutional responsibility to impeach this guy for what he's doing 
because the Republicans are so outrageous in the way they're conducting themselves in the Senate that 
they would not vote for him that the Republican Party has fallen into lockstep with Trump's assertion that he 
could shoot somebody down right on the street on Fifth Avenue in New York and get away with it now this is 
this is an extraordinarily dangerous period for our country to be in and | want to to get to the point of pointing 
out strategically what what the danger is that we have here the reality is that it is not at all coincidental that 
this time period that we're looking at right now is becoming more and more similar to what was going 
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more and more similar to what was going on in Germany between like 1932 in 1934 that there was this entire 
period during which there was this minority element of right-wing reactionary fascists who were engaging in 
absolutely outrageous conduct a violence like like he's proposing in his his rallies he's again making all kinds 
of statements about oh you know if I lose this election my people are going to be very very angry and they're 
armed and they can be really they can be really nasty you know if they get offended here and if people come 
here and try to demonstrate against me when | come out to do you never know what my people are gonna 
do they could get real angry and they can be really violent yeah in that he's engaging in the same kind of 
solicitation of violence that the Nazis did in Germany in the the the Third Reich | was doing and that National 
Socialist Party was doing and in it's transparent that he's doing that and the problem is that the Democrats 
are acting more and more and more like Neville Chamberlain where they keep saying oh they wring their 
hands and they can't figure out what to do about this guy and they've committed themselves to a set of 
institutions that are so restrictive that they they're their hands are tied they can't really do anything about this 
within the proper legal structures you know and so what's happening is you have people questioning the 
fundamental legitimacy of the structure of constitutional government that we have in place right now and this 
is extraordinarily dangerous because you find people well when the president of the United States Trump 
mobilizes the United States military to go into the streets of Washington DC to to engage in physical 
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Washington DC to to engage in physical violence against demonstrators against the president in the White 
House is now basically in a cage they put up a huge metal cage the White House with with fencing it has 
everything but razor wire on it now and in people are going around you know tearing down statues in in 
Lafayette Park and then the president comes out and says he's going to issue an executive order and 
against anybody who tries to deface any kind of the Confederate statues in the country and he's going to 
have this law be retroactive that he doesn't he doesn't even understand he is so | guess actually I'm not in 
the habit of quoting John Bolton but he's stunningly uninformed he's just stunningly uninformed about the 
Constitution he stunningly uninformed about international policies you know he actually he actually asked his 
national security adviser whether Finland was part of Russia and he actually sat in a meeting with Margaret 
Thatcher's and said oh you people have nuclear weapons [Music] about England | mean you know but but 
but the fact is what | want to emphasize is that we cannot make the mistake of thinking that the the 
challenges that we're confronting right now are approximately caused just by the fact that Donald Trump is a 
really bad person or that he's a really stupid person or ignorant person all those things are true but the real 
problem is is that he is he is making clear the kind of fissures that are in our culture racial figures financial 
fissures cultural fissures you know he's exacerbating these problems in the country right now in the he's just 
becoming a catalyst for a lot 
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he's just becoming a catalyst for a lot of latent problems that have been existing in our country such as the 
racial discrimination against black people everybody knows that everybody knows that this has been going 
on and the vast majority of white people in the country don't do anything about it they don't actually take any 
steps to try to cure this problem you know and they they put the burden on black people to do everything to 
try to protect themselves and they have entire police departments that are beating people and killing people 
and shooting black people and the white people just let that continue going on and so that what's happened 
now is the black lives matter movement has stepped into the fore now to to in a certain sense take 
advantage of in an appropriate way the the chaos that is going on in the country right now and to step in and 
say look given the fact that the the system is basically not yet coming apart at the seams but definitely being 
strained at the seams in these seams are what hold the country together as a country and so that you have 
you have examples now where the the progressive community is championing for example the Alliance the 
interstate compact that has been formed now between New York and New Jersey in Connecticut in which 
they are I've mentioned this earlier where they're coordinating all of their activities with regard to how quickly 
they're going to be opening what criteria they're going to use what criteria they're going to use for testing in 
common you know all these things and what they're doing is they're forming subdivisions inside the United 
States of regional state coalition's they're actually going to be supplanting the authority of the federal 
government in those areas of the country 
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government in those areas of the country and and people don't seem to recognize how how similar that is to 
what the Confederacy did back at 18 1865 you know in this this is this is a substantial problem 
constitutionally because that what we all might think it's a great idea to have California and Oregon in 
Washington State basically secede from the rest of the United States and form kind of a an echo topia and in 
stop funneling all of our tax money into the red states you know to help finance Kentucky you know in 
Tennessee in Texas you know but but that's not a good idea it's not a good idea and and we do have this 
element inside the the left community that are basically are basically calling for the total dissolution not only 
of police departments they're basically calling for the dissolution of the federal government because not 
because it's just so inept in the hands of Donald Trump but because they're they're calling up all of the 
complaints they have against the federal government being an international fascist racist you know 
imperialist power in the world and if you're the Democrats bemoaning the fact that we're losing control over 
all the rest of the world and they're actually saying things like that they say oh this is so bad that Donald 
Trump is so inept and he's he's he's so careless about our national treaties that the United States is losing 
his position as the absolute power dominating the world you know like like as if we're all supposed to be 
sympathetic with that and and so that that what it is is that | think that every single person who has had the 
privilege of getting a college education 
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privilege of getting a college education has the obligation now to stop and think and utilize the skills that 
you've learned to think critically and to think in terms of preserving the constitutional fabric of our country and 
and still continue on the long we've all been on together to try to reform our country to try to pull it back from 
being a major imperial power in the world a major force of racism and bigotry around the world but not to 
actually dissolve the country simply on the excuse that there's an encompass mentis who happens to have 
ascended to power for four years now the fact of the matter is that if in fact Donald Trump were to refuse to 
recognize the legitimacy of the November 3rd election that unelect him and he attempts to stay in office and 
the democratic party finds itself helpless in the face of that basically mimicking Neville Chamberlain in the 
face in the face of the invasion of Poland in 1939 by Hitler Hitler was later you know quoted in private of 
saying that look if the West had only stood up and confronted me when when we went into the Sudetenland | 
never would have invaded Poland | never would have done the other things and yet we have a Democratic 
Party now that is constantly trying to figure the angle trying to figure out how to increase their their access to 


power how to can access their power to the perks of being in charge in government and there this is this is 
there's there's not enough principle being asserted here by the Democratic Party and when you have when 
you have 
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Party and when you have when you have things like the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 
saying that if any person challenges an incumbent Democratic member of Congress that if they even if they 
win the dimmer the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee will give no funding to that person in 
their campaign in the fall against whoever the Republican opponent is | mean that is not anything that is 
forgivable on the part of the Democratic Party and so that we we have to those of us who are in the 
Democratic Party need to mobilize to try to reform the Democratic Party to reform our country and in a lot of 
people would be surprising wait a second isn't this Danny and Danny she has been at this for 50 years 
kicking the crap out of the CIA and you know suing big corporations like kerr-mcgee and and and and it's 
true I've been I've been working for 50 years to get people to exercise their constitutional duty as citizens to 
distrust government and to put government to its test to preserve our constitutional rights to preserve the 
rights of us as citizens against the exercise of arbitrary state power I've been doing this for 50 years and it 
appears that we have been successful and and in getting a critical mass of people in the country to distrust 
government institutions but we're now at a point | think where we see that these government institutions 
because they have been resisting reform as arduously as they have been for the last 50 years have gotten 
themselves into a situation now where people are losing so much confidence in the bona fide ease and 
legitimacy of government institutions that when a crisis like this coronavirus 
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that when a crisis like this coronavirus comes people lack confidence in the institutions of government to 
really perform the kind of duties that have been delegated to the to the instruments of government and so we 
have a major task ahead of us that let's let's assume as | do that that that the Democratic Party is going to 
win the presidency on November 3rd and let's assume as | do that we're having a better and better chance of 
winning at least for Senate seats you know that we're going that we've got we've got we've got Senate seats 
now that I think are in Arizona North Carolina Maine | think Montana Colorado there's a there's a handful of 
six or seven states where we just have to pick up for Senate seats and assuming that that that's going to 
happen for the sake of our discussion here this evening you know we have a major challenge in front of us 
those of us who were progressives in the country to get the Democratic Party to move in a more progressive 
direction to not squat down and lean back on their laurels of having been able to survive at four years of a 
trump administration but what | want to do in preparation for that in the last few minutes that | have here | 
want | want to point out that all of these things that are taking place now that | characterized as tactical short- 
term issues as profound as they are that we're encountering right now if it there there are two major threats 
that that face us right now we're going to have to deal with as a new administration one is the major 
economic impact of the coronavirus so far 
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impact of the coronavirus so far setting aside the objection on the part of the right that you know they never 
had to close down the economy that they overdid it they didn't need to do all this the fact is it's been done 
and that there's major impact on the economy of the United States and what we have to do is take 
advantage to rebuild our economy in a way that is consistent with sustainable energy sustainable economics 
environmentally sound policies etc what we have to do is move into this vacuum to rebuild our economy in a 
way that is sustainable because the the in addition to the the adverse economic impact that we have to deal 
with about this this latest coronavirus thing we have and the potential impact of a surge in coronavirus again 
in the fall that what we have to do is realize that the disruption that we have all experienced here just over 
the past you know 14 weeks or so the bottom the bottom line is is that this is all just a warm-up for global 
climate change as I've said before you know that given the lack of real interest on the part of the Republican 


and Democratic Party over the past twenty five years and really coming to grips with the threat that is posed 
by global climate change yeah we are inevitably going to be experiencing adverse impacts on the on our 
environment a massive sea level rise it was this week it was a hundred degrees in the Arctic a hundred 
degrees in the Arctic with forest fires breaking out in the Arctic you know | mean this is really insane of what's 
happening right now but we have to be careful we can't be made insane as well just because some people 
are going nuts over what's happening now we can't lose our Center we have to stay focused we have to we 
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we have to stay focused we have to we have to move in and move into this kind of a situation and realize 
that global climate change is going to be descending upon us more and more in that we have this 
administration coming up now the Biden administration coming up now and l'm assuming that it's you know 
75% likely that he's going to pick Kamala Harris as his vice vice president | mean that there there is some 
chance and it's it's unfortunate that he's he's actually considered and Belding's is a nice person and she's 
had good experience of being a police chief and she's a congresswoman from Florida Sarah and she's an 
impressive person but you know you have to be able to pick a person who's going to be able to run for the 
presidency in 2024 after the single term of Joe Biden who can really win an election so that we have from 8 
to 12 years coming up when we can have a consistent set of policies to deal with global climate change 
because if the Democrats allow the picking of a person who is not capable of winning in 2024 after at Joe 
Biden single term in office you know we're gonna be right back into this again with this extreme right-wing not 
giving up because because the bottom line is is that the longer strategic period that we're going through right 
now and I've mentioned this before where all these tactical things are happening all of this is a subset of the 
fact that we have come to the end of the Cold War a 75-year period of the Cold War where the major 
capitalist corporate powers that run the institutions of our United States government that came to power 
during the robber baron era from from 1868 to 1898 that have dominated and 
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1868 to 1898 that have dominated and controlled the economy and the government of our country and the 
military deployment of our forces around the world to the point where we have 800 military bases around the 
world and the purpose of those bases as was stated in the 1992 classified United States Defense 
Department policy planning guidance document the purpose of this military deployment is to maintain our 
continued privileged access to the strategic raw materials needed by what they term the northern industrial 
alliance in the northern industrial alliance was is the United States Canada Mexico not that Mexican 
indigenous people but the pre which is the caste of Spanish Caucasian that run that party in Mexico the 
United Kingdom Spain Italy France and the new reunified Germany and in the words of the classified 1992 
United States Defense Department policy planning guidance document also to invite Russia to join this 
northern industrial alliance now that they have spun off all of their ethnic provinces this is a major Caucasian 
nation state capitalist imperialist undertaking that we find ourselves the midst of right now and we have the 
same moral obligations imposed upon us as citizens of this country as people who found themselves in 
Rome at the height of their empire of them waging Imperial war around the world in enslaving people around 
the world and in having gladiatorial contests where people had to slay each other for entertainment of the 
elite we've got to take radical action we've got to put pressure on the new Biden administration to to take 
radical action in the fact of 
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to to take radical action in the fact of the matter is the DNC is going to pick somebody like Camilla Harris who 
who they think is going to be the predecessor or the antecedent to to Trump instead of instead of Warren 
Elizabeth Warren somebody who has a genuinely progressive set of policies that they can start working on 
trying to move into place now that doesn't mean that Bernie and and Elizabeth Warren are gonna disappear 
from the scene they're gonna be remaining in the United States Senate but we have to try to figure out a 
method by means of which we in the Democratic Party who hold down the progressive wing of the 


Democratic Party can set forth a set of clear policies know exactly how we're gonna raise the funds to pay for 
these policies increase the taxes on the wealthy increase the taxes on the major corporations now break 
down the power of pharmaceutical corporations and the oil corporations get rid of private shareholder owned 
corporations as a vehicle by means of which private business people can in fact sit back and be completely 
immunized against the activities that are undertaken by their corporations and just sit back and garner the 
profits we've got to do something about this it isn't just the future of our country it's at stake it's the history of 
our planet that's at stake it's the history of our human civilization that's at stake so | think this is an 
extraordinarily important time in our history that is why we are all here that is why we are all here not just on 
this particular zoom meeting tonight but why we're here at this particular time in history in our country and in 
our world and we have to step forward and do something about this now and | think that we've got to move 
so that this this particular four year period that's going to be coming up after November is is genuinely 
moving the Democratic Party into a progressive posture or we can utilize the instrumentalities of the 
Democratic Party throughout the country to hope to 
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Party throughout the country to hope to pull back our eight hundred military bases from around the world to 
begin to undertake a plan for our planet to cope with the consequences of global climate change to shift to a 
new alternative source of energy in our country to draw down the carbon that's in the atmosphere now to to 
take up the California green new deal that we are drafting here in our office and are going to be providing to 
the Democratic Central Committee you know to implement here in California with a super majority in both 
houses that there's a whole set of tactical steps that need to be taken in the the problem is that the regular 
Democratic Party is so addicted to the the contributions from the major corporations and the rich elite who 
don't want this to happen that's why we have to get so many of these people out of office you know those 
people that are in office are addicted to these kind of contributions and they're not going to agree ahead of 
time to change these rules and so we've got to remove these people and replace them with more 
progressive people we're going to change the rules to have public financing of Elections to do not allow 
these kind of contributions to go on to the to the campaigns and not allow the open bribery of people who are 
in office you know they're basically handing cash and brown paper bags across their desks in the Congress 
right now so that we've got to get that stopped thank you you guys | appreciated mutant thank you son | see 
[Music] you [Music] 


END 


